Sunday, February 25, 2024 Second Sunday in Lent

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving

Whosoever will come after me,
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and take up his cross,
AND FOLLOW ME. |
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but whosoever shall

lose his life
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“STHE SAME SHALL SAVEIT.

MARK 8:34-35
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WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING
Prelude
(PLEASE STAND As YOU ARE ABLE)
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

who journeys with us these forty days, and draws all people together
through Jesus. C ~ Amen!
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1 O Word of God in - car - nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The church from you, dear Mas - ter, re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 Oh, make your church, dear Sav - ior, a lamp of bur-nished gold
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O Truth un-changed,un - chang-ing, O Lightof our dark sky:
and  still that light 1s lift - ed o’er all the earth to  shine.
to bear be - fore the na - tions your true light, as of old;
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we  praise you for the ra - diance that from the hal-lowed page,
It is the chart and com - pass that, all life’s voy-age through,
oh, teach your wand-’ring pil - grims by this their path to trace,
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a lan - tern to  our foot - steps, shines on from age to age.
mid mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides, O Christ, to  you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see you face to face.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
and of one another.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God

Silence is kept for reflection.
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Together we pray,

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we
neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves
instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to
follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only
Son, so that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God
embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name,
and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.

3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.

== ====

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

THE GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

C
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Together we pray,




C O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us
so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and
loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
"When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And |
will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous.” “Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ““As for me,
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. °No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for | have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °I will
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you. 'l will establish my covenant between me and you, and your
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to
be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. *°I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a
son by her. | will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples
shall come from her.”

L  The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25

“*The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. °For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.

'°For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all
of us, ’as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the



presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist. ‘°Hoping against hope, he believed
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was
said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” **He did not weaken in faith
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. “°No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God,
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, “*being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. “’Therefore his faith “was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” “Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”
were written not for his sake alone, “*but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, >>who was
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
L  The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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We are turn -ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ci - ful and kind —
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.
GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.
*I[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again.*’He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. **But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.”

*‘He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. *°For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life



for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. *°For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? *’Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

P The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

MUSIC MINISTRY (10:30) Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross
Arr Valey and Berry

SERMON Pastor Armen
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strength to do with read - y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing s, all per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest 1 - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may | have with - in

to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in  my  place, I must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul wun-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I bhave wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.

and, by your Spir - it’s might, to live at peace with all.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

A Together we confess our faith,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

L Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the
church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need.
each petition concludes...

L Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers
of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

We refrain from sharing the peace during the season of Lent.

OFFERING

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering



OFFERTORY HYMN WOV 732
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take not your Ho - ly Spir - it from me. Re - store un-to me the
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joy of your sal - va-tion, and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.

OFFERING PRAYER AND MEAL

A Together we pray,

C God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we
present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel.
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out
your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of
eternal life. Amen.

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us
this far along the way. In times of bitterness, you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light. In every age you sent
prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of
the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is
your own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast
and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
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Together we pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. For children who are not communing, please keep
your hands folded and you will receive a blessing.

Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at communion.
If you need a gluten-free wafer, notify the server.

If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

after all have communed

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace. C Amen.

Together we pray,

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the
world with your love. Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God
bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with

courage, and F give you peace. C  Amen.
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1 Where cross the crowd-ed ways of life, where sound the
2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man
4 The cup of wa - ter givi’n  for you still holds the
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cries  of race and clan, a - bove the noise of
thresh-olds  dark with fears, from paths where hide the
grief and bur - dened toil, from fam - ished souls, from
fresh - ness  of your grace; yet long these mul - t -
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self - ish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - row’s  stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion In your face.
DISMISSAL
P Goin peace. Serve in love. C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Join us for Supper Then Worship
We will have soup suppers on Wednesdays during Lent, starting this
week. The supper will be at 5:00 pm, followed by Lenten worship at
6:00 pm. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for those able to bring soup
(in a crock pot). Dessert is also appreciated. (We need 4-5 people
each week.) There is also a sign-up sheet to help with set up and clean
up. If you are attending, please bring a place setting, bowl and
sandwich (if you want one) for the meal. Sandwiches are not provided.



Sunday School
The Sunday School will not meet again till the week after Easter, at
10:30 am.
Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs canned meat and/or
tuna. All donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex.

Attendance last Sunday: 45 (early) + 56 (late)
THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 8:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks

11:00 am Chimes

5:00 pm Girl Scouts
Wednesday 3:00 pm Bible Study

5:00 pm Soup supper

6:00 pm Lenten Worship

WE PRAY FOR...

Verna Newlon Lou Taylor Shirley Rice
Tom Jackling John Schleede Nancy Smith
Dan Anderson Anna Villareal Sandy Cox
Sylvia Armen

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Mary Lou Fitzgerald
First Service:
Worship Assistant/ Lector: Toni Newton
Usher: Jeff Kamm
Second Service:
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Debby Porter
Ushers: Brian Lindhurst, Ken Stephens, Doug & Sue
Schuemann




